156                              LECTUBE III.

TV.   JTAandas period, lOOO-^r B.C.

It is therefore before 1000 B.C. that we must place
the spontaneous growth of Vedic poetry, such as we
find it in the Rig-Veda and in the Eig-Veda only,
the gradual development of the Vedic religion, and
the slow formation of the principal Vedic sacrifices.
How far back that period, the so-called .ZTAandas
period, extended, who can tell? Some scholars ex-
tend it to two or three thousand years before our
era, but it is far better to show the different layers
of thought that produced the Vedic religion, and
thus to gain an approximate idea of its long growth,
than to attempt to measure it by years or centuries,
which can never be more than guess-work.

If we want to measure the real depth of that
period, we should measure it by the change of lan-
guage and metre, even by the change of locality from
the north-west to the south-east, clearly indicated
in some of the hymns; by the old and new songs
constantly spoken of by the poets ; by the successive
generations of kings and leaders; by the slow develop-
ment of an artificial ceremonial, and lastly by the
first signs of the four castes perceptible in the very
latest hymns only. A comparison of the Eig-Veda
with the Atharva-veda will in many cases show us
how what we ourselves should expect as a later
development of the more primitive ideas of the Eig-
Veda is what we actually find in the hymns of the
Atharva-veda, and in the later portions of the Ya#ur-
veda ; nay it is the confirmation of these expectations
that gives us a real faith in the historical growth of
Vedic literature.